
Minutes

Bear Lake Regional Commission

Garden City, UT
January 30, 2019
Those in attendance:
Norm Weston, Board Chairman, Rich County Commissioner
Sim Weston, Rich County Commissioner

Vaughn Rasmussen, Board Vice Chairman, Bear Lake County Commissioner

Burdette Weston, Board Secretary, Mayor of Laketown
Dan Fisher, City Council of Montpelier

Roy Bunderson, City Council of Bloomington
Ken Brown, Rich County at Large
Albert Johnson, Bear Lake County at Large
Mitch Poulsen, Executive Director- Bear Lake Regional Commission

Christy Jensen, Bear Lake Regional Commission
Tami Leonhardt, Director, Bear Lake CVB

Also attending; Connely Baldwin- Pacificorp
Quin Dance-JUB Engineering, Dave Cottle-Bear Lake Watch
Excused: Ron Jensen, Recreation
  
    Mike Leonhardt, Mayor of Garden City

Commissioner Norm Weston, called the January 30, 2019 meeting of the Bear Lake Regional Commission to order at 7:00, he welcomed Board, Staff and Guests to the meeting. 

Commissioner Weston asked for an approval of the Agenda
Approval of Agenda

The agenda was reviewed and approved 
· Vaughn Rasmussen motioned to approve the agenda 
Ken Brown seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Connely Baldwin/ RMP-Water Year Forecast

Connely Baldwin Hydrologist for Rocky Mountain Power presented a power point presentation on the Hydrologic conditions and 2019 Bear Lake Forecast. Some of the highlights of the presentation were;

Rainbow inflows have been very close to normal for this time of year.
For Regional Soil Water Equivalent:

· Idaho is below normal

· Utah is mostly above normal

· Rocky Mountains are above normal

For Local Soil Water Equivalent:
· Headwaters in the high Uinta’s are near normal (Trial Lake are higher than normal)
· Smith Fork is below normal
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  Forecast Values
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Soil Moisture 

· Abnormally dry in most areas

· Pockets of above normal downstream of Bear Lake

Staff Report

Mitch Poulsen has submitted an appropriation request for the State of Utah for an increase in funding for the Regional Commission.
A grant for the 4 miles of single-track pathway at the visitors overlook will be submitted to the Utah Office of Outdoor Recreation and Utah’s Recreational Trails Program.
Mitch also anticipates submitting a grant application for river restoration north of Bern, on property belonging to Wayne Alleman
Dave Cottle addressed the board about Bear Lake Watches intentions of putting together resolutions supporting statutory goals for Bear Lake.  The resolution is being written to stop another resolution currently be written to maintain a certain water height in the Great Salt Lake.  If that resolution is approved; then, when the Great Salt Lake gets to a certain lower level, the water masters will be allowed to take as much water from Bear Lake as needed to get the Great Salt Lake up to the decided standard level. 
Nick Zurfulh with the Department of Ag has indicated that Idaho wants to continue to fund the AIS program in conjunction with Utah.
Senator Hillyard – is requesting funding for Marina environmental impact statement 
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Approval of Minutes
 The minutes for the November 28 meeting were reviewed and approved.
· Vaughn Rasmussen made a motion to approve the meeting minutes as recorded for November 28th meeting and the canceled meeting on December 26th.
Dan Fisher seconded the motion, motion carried. Roy Bunderson abstained as he did not attend the November meeting.

Bills, Payroll
The bills were reviewed, and a motion was made to approve them. 
·  Vaughn Rasmussen made a motion to accept and approve payment of the January 2019 bills for the Bear Lake Regional Commission. And to ratify the payment of the December bills.
Roy Bunderson seconded the motion, Mike Leonhardt abstained from the vote due to conflict of interest uninvolving payroll, motion carried.

Election of Officers
A unanimous decision was made to suspend the election rules and install Commissioner Vaughn Rasmussen as Chairman rotating from Utah to an Idaho representative for this upcoming year

With Sim Weston as Vice Chairman and install Mayor Burdett Weston as secretary/treasurer. 
· Ken Brown made a motion to suspend election rules and install Commissioner Vaughn Rasmussen as board Chairman and Commissioner Sim Weston as Vice Chairman with Burdette Weston as secretary. Along with an official appreciation and thanks to the 2018 officers. 
Roy Bunderson seconded the motion. Motion carried

Commissioner Norm Weston will retire from the board after twenty years of service to the Regional Commission Board.
Adjourn

With no further business, the meeting ended at 8:10 p.m.
· Ken Brown motioned to adjourn the meeting.

Dan Fisher seconded the motion, motion carried.

Minutes Approved:
______________________________                                                      _______________________

Chairman   
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